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DEFECTS IN THE RESEARCH FUNDING SYSTEM IN CHINA AND PROPOSITION
FOR FUTURE REFORMATION

Yao Yupeng
(Department of Earth Science, National Natural Science Foundation of China, Beijing 100085)

Abstract Defects and conflicts during the research fund allocating process, which has been a hot topic in
the scientific community in China, are discussed to identify the deep cause in this paper. During the initial
stage of reformation in the 1980s, the introduction of the open competition for research funds, represented
by the National Natural Science Foundation, brought fresh air into the rigid research environment. Further
reformation established the appointment system and relevant allowance system, and hence improved the in-
come and social status of scientists. However, in addition to the scientific interests to obtain research
funds, more complicated driving forces were mixed in the competition. These factors attributed to produce
the defects in the funding system. For the future reformation in the scientific research system, more rea-
sonable proportion between stable support and competition grant should be considered to release the “ex-
cess pressure” over the individual scientists to allow them focus on the actual research work.
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